A consumer is the important visitor on our premises.
He is not dependent on us. We are dependent on him.
— Mahatma Gandhi
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“Part Ill
Power to Place Telegraph Lines and Posts
10. Power for telegraph authority to place and maintain telegraph lines and posts:-

The telegraph authority may, from time to time, place and maintain a telegraph line under,
over, along, or across, and posts in or upon any immovable property:

Provided that:-

1. The telegraph authority shall not exercise the powers conferred by this section
except for the purposes of a telegraph established or maintained by the [Central
Government], or to be so established or maintained.

2. The [Central Government] shall not acquire any right other than that of user only in
the property under, over, along, across in or upon which the telegraph authority
places any telegraph line or post; and

3. Except as hereinafter provided, the telegraph authority shall not exercise those
powers in respect of any property vested in or under the control or management of
any local authority, without the permission of that authority; and

4. In the exercise of the powers conferred by this section, the telegraph authority shall
do as little damage as possible, and, when it has exercised those powers in respect
of any property other than that referred to in clause (c), shall pay full compensation
to all persons interested for any damage sustained by them by reason of the
exercise of those powers.

11. Power to enter on property in order to repair or remove telegraph lines or posts

The telegraph authority may, at any time, for the purpose of examining, repairing, altering or
removing any telegraph line or post, enter on the property under, over, along, across, in or
upon which the line or post has been placed.

*kkkk

Provisions applicable to other property

16. Exercise of powers conferred by section 10, and disputes as to compensation, in
case of property other than that of a local authority

1. If the exercise of the powers mentioned in section 10 in respect of property referred to in
clause (d) of that section is resisted or obstructed, the District Magistrate may, in his
discretion, order that the telegraph authority shall be permitted to exercise them.

2. If, after the making of an order under sub section (1), any person resists the exercise of
those powers, or, having control over the property, does not give all facilities for this being
exercised, he shall be deemed to have committed an offence under section 188 of the
Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860).

3. If any dispute arises concerning the sufficiency of the compensation to be paid under
section 10, clause (d), it shall, on application for that purpose by either of the disputing
parties to the District Judge within whose jurisdiction the property is situate, be determined
by him.
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4. If any dispute arises as to the persons entitled to receive compensation, or as to the
proportions in which the persons interested are entitled to share in it, the telegraph authority
may pay into the Court of the District Judge such amount as he deems sufficient or, where
all the disputing parties have in writing admitted the amount tendered to be sufficient or the
amount has been determined under sub-section (3), that amount; and the District Judge,
after giving notice to the parties and hearing such of them as desire to be heard, shall
determine the persons entitled to receive the compensation or, as the case may be, the
proportions in which the persons interested are entitled to share in it.

5. Every determination of a dispute by a District Judge under sub-section (3) or sub-section
(4) shall be final:

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall affect the right of any person to recover by
suit the whole or any part of any compensation paid by the telegraph authority, from the
person who has received the same.

17. Removal or alteration of telegraph line or post on property other than that of a
local authority

Provided that, if compensation has been paid under section 10, clause (d) he shall, when
making the requisition, tender to the telegraph authority the amount requisite to defray the
expense of the removal or alteration, or half of the amount paid as compensation,
whichever may be the smallersum.

1. When, under the foregoing provisions of this Act, a telegraph line or post has been
placed by the telegraph authority under, over, along, across, in or upon any property, not
being property vested in or under the control or management of a local authority, and any
person entitled to do so desires to deal with that property in such a manner as to render it
necessary or convenient that the telegraph line or post should be removed to another part
thereof or to a higher or lower level or altered in form, he may require the telegraph
authority to remove or alter the line or post accordingly:

2. If the telegraph authority omits to comply with the requisition, the person making it may
apply to the District Magistrate within whose jurisdiction the property is situated to order the
removal or alteration.

3. A District Magistrate receiving an application under sub-section (2) may, in his discretion
reject the same or make an order, absolutely or subject to conditions, for the removal of the
telegraph line post to any other part of the property or to higher or lower level or for the
alteration of its form; and the order so made shall be final. ”
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